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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION
I.

THE PROEL}l}I

The purpose of this study vas to determ:tne tbe Biblical theology
of New Tcstcv.nent preaching with. respect to content

~.nd

was it that the Apostles

preach it?

:prea~hed

and how dld

the~'

":preaching" in the New Testament sense of the word.?

character.

What

What was

:Because there arc

many d.iYergent opinions and volur:ies on p1·eaching wM.ch have pourecl out
of tlrn publishing houses in thi.s twent.ieth century, the ax.thor
emazed the.t few have come to

g1'~.ps

'i\12.S

with answering these qusstio;.s in

a l'ea.listic and. co;:nplete way.

JustHirJf:'.tion cf

~he

l'roble:n

The con'i;ent 8.nd chc.1·acter of New Testament ;:reachi!'.g ls important

hi~t<.n·:t.cu.1ly.

William H. P. Hatch has pointed. out t.1at,

Th') hist.o:l.'ie.n of \'lestcrn civiJ.ize.tion, whc:.tev·er his p8::.-so:lal
'belidi::, and feeiings ma.y be, is obligB0. to ~tuo;.· and. e,ppraiso
n move;:,e:::1t which, CYiil' e. period of near17 t ,.zo thous<:rr..d, years,
ban -Pl''.)t£ctlJv
affect,?d that
ci·vili;;~»ticn more -profoumily than
*
,
an~r other e11;gle forcE.i.1

Tha

preach~,nc

of tho New Testonent messs.gc he.::; V.,;ft its mark everydtere

1w1i11ara R. P. Hatch, "The Primitive Christian Message,"

_______ --- ----"--·--

Jcru:rnr:,1,,. o:' B1'blical ·----Llterat·J.re, Vol.

58, Pt. I (?.tarch, 1939),

p. 2.

2

in Western civilization from art to the thoughts and actions of men.

How can anyone fully appreciate Christianity without some knowledge of
the first preachers and their message?

Mr. Hatch has well pointed out

that "no movement in history is intelligible without some knowledge of
its beginnings."

2

Tho theologian is also interested in the content and character

of New Testament preaching.

In order to understand the great doctrines

of Christianity and their importance, he ll'!\J.st know what was contained
in the original Christian message.
· '11he average person is interested in knowing something about the

earliest phase of his religion.

He then is in a position to better

evaluate such an expression as "the pest-Christian era".
Finally, the greateot reason for doing this study is the
hirJself.

There i:; wanting

a,

p1·e~cher

:Biblical theology of preachi!lg to justify

the amount of time the minister is called upcn to spend in Bible stu.dy.

The author, numbered among this group, h&.s had a personal interest in
knowing

wh~t

the message of the New Testament preachers wns acd how

they delivered it.

Of supreme importance was the dc:,sire to know

wh~.. t

Christ intended precching to be.
II •

'l'ht>.

K~TEOD

03'

?r~cc:2DURE

method of solution in Chapter II was to determine the con-

tent of New Testament preaching by an investigation of the objects of
the verb generally translated

11

preachtt and an

exa~ination

of the

3
recorded sermons plus passages related to the content of preaching in
the New

Testfu~ent.

Chapter III had the burden to find the more prominent characteristics of New Testament preaching by an overall investigation of the
New Testament with particular emphasis upon those passages using the
word generally translated

11

preach11

•

Finally, in the summary thP. facts that have come to light in
the study were condensed and tabulated first, in respect to _the content of the Biblical theology of preaching and second, from the standpoint of its character.
III.

DEFINITION OF TE..11MS USED

For the sake of clarity, certain definitions will be given.
:Biblical Theolot;y.

Dr. A. H. Stroug in his Systematic Theolot:;y

gave the following' definition of :Biblical theology:
:Bi_Elic~~

Theology· a.ims to arrange and classify the facts of
revelation, confining itself to the Scriptures for its material, and treating of doctrine onll so far as it was developed
et the close of the apostolic age.5
!!_eaching.

of

Go~'s

"Preaching11 refers to the rehe<>rss.l of

11

the story

redeeming action in Christ that this becomes a living reality

i~ the &ct of preaching. 11 4

3Augustus Hopkins Strong, Systematic Theologz (Philadel~hia:
The Judson Press, 1907), p. 41.
4Donald G. ·Miller, The Way To Biblical Preaching (New York:
Abingdon Press, 1957), p. i"4."' -.- - - - - -

4
11

Content of Preaching.

The content of prea.ching 11 refers to 'the

actual message recorded as delivered by the preachers in the New Testament.
11

Character of Preaching.

The character of preaching 11 refers to

the description of prominent traits and or characteristics displayed
by the preachers.

Objects of t!_:! Verbs

Gener~lly

the verbs generally translated

1

Translated.

"P:r:~~ch 11 •

"objects of

preach 111 refers to what the .Authorized

Version of the Bible has rendered as the person, place, or thing of
the verb "preach" in the New Teshment.

This is nc1t to imply that no

consideration has been given to :English versions and to the Greek text
behind

t~ese

tra!lsJ.a tions.

certain selected portions of the Pauline :Epistles which support the
content of preaching found in the Acts of the Apostles.

IV.

D:d:LIMITATION OP STUDY

This study was limited to usine as its basis the word translated

11 pre3c~ 1

in the New Testament of the Authorized Version of 1611.

The lk:;tle Greek text and The New 'l1 e;:tamcnt In Four VersiN:s were
com~u.l tc:d,

bn.t 11 prea.ch:i as fo'.:.nci in the .Authorized Version re;ri11ined

the bi:;.f.'is.

!'his limitG.tion dicte.tecl oruitttnz:; 1'hc :h;:pist:e of James,

~he

Generel Epistle of Jude, The First, Secon1, e.nd 'I'hird Epid.les of

John, and The

Rf~Velti.tion

of S.!l.:!nt John The Dhine.

5
It was not in the scope of this writin5 to give an extensive
study of the Pauline Epistles supporting the findings of the content
of the preaching in the Acts of the Apostles, but only to give certa.in
corroborating pa.ssages.
No a·ttempt was made to project
and preaching in the New Testament.

Et

distinction betwaen teaching

THE C<iNTE11T OF PREACHING IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

I.

INTRODUCTION

Faci.ng the issue of the content of the Gospel preached by the
Apostles. it becomes necessary to go back in time from the twentieth

century to the first.

What is it that the Apostles are preach:l.ng?

What e.re they saying to the people?

The New Testament will be the

source material used to answer these questions on the content of the
preaching.
J. large body of material calls for examination.

The first

inqui.:r.y w!ll be to dete:t>mine the objects of the verbs generally trans-·
lated

11 preach11

in the New Testament.

In addition to this, the sermons

in the Acts of the Apostles will be viewed along with corrobora.tlng
evidence in the Pauli.ne Epistles.

Finally. an exploration of the

content of the Gospels, Hebrews, and Peter will be conducted.

II.

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

Ou.r study will be confined to the Acts cf the Apostles h

section.

this

In the Acts of the. Apostles there are four main vc·rds used

fc•r the activity of Christian prea.ching. 1

1 r. TJ. Coggan, !h~ ~a::_!~try

Press,

1945). p. 62.

yf

The_ Word (l,ond.on: The Cnntorb11ry

7
9bJects of the Verbs Generally Translated
(1) Euaggelizo.

11 Preach11

In the papyr:i. this verb is used of a slave coming

with news of a general's victory. 2

In the New Testament it is used in

various ways, but the one pertinent to this study is the
objects of the proclamation. 11 3

or announce good news. 114

11

mention of the

The meaning of euaggelizo is to

11 bring

It will be necessary to list the references

in order to look for the objects of this verb.

The underscoring was

not in the original but added by the author for clarity.
_Acts 5: 42

11

And daily in the temple, and in every house, they

ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ. 11
Acts 8: 4 "Therefore they that were scattered abroad. went eye1•y
where preachint2., the word. 11
Acts 8:12 ":But when they believed Philip preach:i.ng the things

concerning the kingdom of God, and the nrune of Jesus Christ, they were
baptized, both men and women. 11
Acts

8:35

11 Then

Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same

scripture, and nreache~ unto him Jesus. 11

Acts 8:4o "But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through
he nreached. in all the cities, till he ca.me to Caesar ea.. "

2willia.m ]arc lay, ~ Uew_ Testa~t Wordb00k (New York: Harper &
Brothers, n. d.), p. 42.

3wnliam F. Arndt and F. Wilbur Gingrich, A Greek-English Lexicon
of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature-rahicagO:-~The Univorslty of. Chicago Press, 1957), p. 317.
Ioid. The prefix eu im~lies that a good message is the object.
Hence a verb-object relationshlp is. necessaryto translate it, although
one word in the Greek. cf. eutio~~ ( tc g:tve consent); eupoieo( to do good).

4

J.. cts 10:36

11

The word which God sent unto the children of Israel

preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all: ) 11
Acts 11 :20 "And some of them wez·e men of Cyprus and Cyrene,
which, when they were come to Antioch spake unto the Grecians, preaching

the Lord Jesus. 11
Acts 14: 15 "And saying, Sirs, why do ye these things?

We also

are men of like passions with you, and preach unto you that ye should
turn from these vanities unto the living God, which made heaven; and
earth, and the

~ee.,

Acts 15:35
and

p1:£i:-~e.ing

and. all things that are tl'lerein: 11

11 Paul

also and Barnabas continued in Antioch, teaching

the. word of the I1ord; with many others also."

Acts 17:1e "Then certain :philosophers c.f the Epicureans, and of
the Stoles, encomrtered him.
other

SO:!!e,

And some said, What will this babbler say?

He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange gods: because he

,_ _

11
"Dreached
....___
. ... unto them Jesus, and the resurrection.

It can be seen that in

nin~

out of the ten occurrences given the

objech or the content of the preaching is descri.bed.

The :passage in

chap tor eit;ht and verse forty merely states thnt Philip preached in all
the citiez.

The results could be st.1.mm?rl zed as follows: ( 1) Fou.r of

the niue pe.ssages reveal the object to be Jesus in four varietions:
Jesus (3:35). ..Tesus Christ (5:42), The Lor<l. Jesus (11:20), and Jesv.s
ar11i the resur·rection (17:18).
prt::t:1.chlng is the Word.
~ord

(2) Two pa.sse.ges the object given of the

It is spoken of as

of the Lord" in 15: 35.

11

the word 11 in 8: 4 and. as

11

the

( 3) In the rema:i.ning three references hints

9
a.re given as to the content.
the nrune of Jesus Christ • 11
object in 10:36.

be repentance,

11

In 8:12 i t is

11

the kingdom of God, and

"Preaching peace5 by Jesus Christ" is the

Finally, the reference in 14:15 yields the object to
that ye should turn from these vanities u..-rito the living

God. 11

{2) Kataggello.

or p1iblish.

The meaning of this word is to proclaim, announce,

It is used in the New Testarnent to proclai'.ll a thlng or

person as an object.

6 There are six occurrences in the Book of. the

Acts of the Apostles.
Acts 4:2
E_reache~

11

Ileing grie·;ed that they taught the people, and

through Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 11

Acts 13:5

11

And when they were at Sala.mis, they

pree.cr~_9.

the

word of God in the synagogues of the Jews: and the;,.· had also John to
their minister."

Acts 13:38' 11 ]e it known unto you therefore, men and brethren,

that through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins:u
Acts

15:36 11 Aud some days after Paul said unto :Barnabas, let us

go again and visit our brethren in every city where we have

preach~d

the word cf the Lord, and see how they do. 11
.Acts 17:13

11

:But when the Jews of ThessaJ.onica had knowledge that

5what is this 11 peace? 11 cf. H. A. w. lvieyer's com:;;ent that it is
"the "1hole Messianic sal vation11 made known through Christ to the children
of Israel(~, p. 212).

6Arndt and Gingrich, ~· cit., p. 410.

10

the word of God was Dreached of Paul at Berea, they came thither also,
and stirred up the peoplH. 11
J.cts 17:3

11

0pening end alleging, that Christ must needs have

suffered, and risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I
preach unto you, is Christ. 11
From these six references the following conclusions appear:
(1) There is one reference with the simple object "Jesus 11

He is the Christ,

(17:3), that

(2) One object is given as "the word of God 11

(17:13).

(3) Two references contain as their object the word preached (13:5.
15:36)

11

They preached the word of God" and "where we have preached the

word of the Lord. 11
dead. 11
11

(

4) One object is given as

(5) Finally, the remaining reference

11

the resurrection of the

has as its object preached.

the forgiveness of sinstt (13:38).
(3) Ke;:;i-~s£_.

This is the most comnon word in the

used to describe the act of prea.ching.

Uew

TE:ste.ment

It means to announce, to make

known, or to proclaim aloud publicly and spread the story widely.
is used of proclamation that is religious in nature.

It

It is used of the

proclamation or preaching of the older prophet!:i such as Elijah, !Jlisha,
or

Ezekiel, and of the contemporary preachers in the

Dr. Hunter gives the following definition:

11

New

Testament. 7

to PROCLAIM with ai..'..t:iori ty

to all and sundry a message with which one has been entrusted. 118

Dr.

7.fbi~ •• p. 432.
8Archibald M. Hunter, Tlrn Message of the Uew Testament (Philadelphia: The Westminster PresS..~i'§"1i1f}."p.2"4:--

ll
Weatherspoon adds that i t is a parable in one word:
Preaching is like a chosen herald of a king riding through
the realm su...ll1llloning men to arms or proclaiming a victory,
announcing some new favor or demanding fresh tribute, speaking boldly and in the name of the King whatever word he has
receivea.• 9

Our third word for preaching used in Acts of the Apostles occurs
eight times.

Its general meaning is "to herald."

· Acts 8:5 "Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and
preE»ched Christ unto them. 11
Acts 9:20 "And straightway he Ereached Christ in the synagogues,
that he is the Son of God. 11
Acts 10:37

11

That word, I say, ye know, .,.,,hich was published

thrcughou.t all Judea; and began from Galilee, after the baptism which
Jchn Ereached.11

Acts 10:42

11

And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and

to testify that it is he which was ordained of God to be the judge of
the quick and dead •11
Acts 15:21
pr~~ch

11

For Moses of old time hath in ev·ery city them that

him, being read in the synagogues every sabbath day. 11
Acts 19:13

11 Then

certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists, took

u:pon them to call over them which had evil spirits the name of the Lord
Jesus." saying, We adjure you by Jesus whom Faul ~e.cheth. 11

9Jesse :Burton Weatherspoon, Sent Forth to Preach (New York:
Harper & Erothers, 1954), p. 62.

12.

Acts 20:25

11

And now, behold, I know that ye all. among whom I

have gone prea.ching the kingdom of God. shall see my face no more. 11
Ach 28:31

"~aching

the kingdom of God, and teaching those

things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no
man forbidding him."

Of these eight references only five are relevant to our purpose.
The other three have three different objects.

One has no object

(10:42), one refers to the preaching of John the Baptist (10:37). and
one to preaching which found its center in iv:oses ( 15 :21).
Three of the five relevant to our purpose have as their object
the simple word
is the Son of

11

Christ 11 (8:5) or "Christ in the synagogues, that he

Go~"

(9:20),

o~

two re:na.ining references hav-e

else simply "Jesus" as in (19:13).
11

the kin,gdorn 11 (20:25 R.S.V.) and

11

The
the

kingdom of God11 (23:31).
( 4) J;aleo..

thereby

11

The meaning of this fourth word is to

assert. proclaim, say something. 1110

11

speak11 and

Dr. Coggan me.de the

following observation:

It is used frequently in the straightforward sense of 11 speaki~' or 11 talki.ng 11 , and is itself s'llggestive of the informality
of the early Christian pre.s.ching.11
In all of the following passages where a form of

_!~1..£:£

---

is used the

Authorized Version translated it a form of preach, while Dr. Marshall

lOArndt and Gingrich, op. cit., p.
llcoggan, E£. ~., p. 63.

464.

13
translated it a form of the word speak.

12

It is more correct to take

the meaning in the simple sense of speaking and talking.
Acts

8:25 11 .!nd they, when they had testif:ied and

__

..__
preached the

word of the !,ord, returned to Jerusaleri, and preached the gospel in
many villages of the

Sam~.ri tans. 11

The second occurrence of 11 preached11

is !.,~ffi_eU~'2,.

Acts 11:19 "Now they which were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about Stephen travelled as far ao Phenice, and
Cyprus, and Antioch,

E~~aching

the worn to none but unto the Jews

only. 11
Acts 13:42

11

And when the Jews were gone out of the synagcgue,

the Gentiles besought that these words might be

EE!'~

to thew the

next. sabbath. u
Acts 14:25 "And when they had prea_?!:_e<;, the word in Perga, they

went down into Attalia:"
.Acts 16: 6 11 Now when they had gone throughout ?hrye;i.a an.a. the

--

region of Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to urea.ch the
\.'Ord in

Asia. 11

One occurrence (13:42) throws no light on our study of the
objects of the verb translated preached.
the object is

11

Of the other four passages

the word" or "the word of the Loro.U (8:25; 11:19; 14:25;

12Marshall, Alfred, The Interlinear Greek-English New Testament
(London: Samuel :Bagster and.. Sons Limited, 1958)-:- pp."499,-,16:-526'-,-

531, 538.

16:6).
Summary
The evidence presented on the objects of the verbs generally
translated'"preach" in the Book of Acts has indicated that:
(1)

The most favorite way of gh·ing the content of the pl•eac:h-

ing in the Acts of the Apostles was by the phrase

description

11 of

the Lord" or

of vord was preached.

11 of

11

the word".

The

Goel" was usea. to describe what kind

Thus it is suggestive that the preaching of Acts

was the word which came from God, not just about Him.
(2)

An equally popular way of stating the object of the p.reach-

i:ng in ·the Acts of the Apostles was to give the na.roe

it was elaborated on as

11 Jesus

Christ" or

11

11 Jesus 11 •

the Son of God 11 •

Sometimes
This was

a simple center for New Testament preaching, yet profound when taken

in its entirety of meanine.
( 3)
close.

The connection between "Jesus" and

11

the word" was very

See Acts l+: 1-l~ where the context indicates that

throu.gh Jesus the resurrection from the dead 11 and

11

11 preached

many which heard. the

wor·d. 11 was one and the same thing.
J.. ct~4

10:36 states 11 The word which God sent unto the children of

Isro.el, preaching peace by Jesus Christ."

the word equals peace by Jesus Christ.
phrase

Here Peter's definition of

Finally, Acts 19:10 includes the

11 all

they which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jet.us."

(4)

Taking the other objects all together in a third group,

15
they become extensicns of the first two.

When the Kingdom of God was

preached it was because Christ had taught it.
11

peace 11 or

11

When they preached

forgivenoss of sins 11 it was done through Jesus.

the Sermons in The Acts of
-Examinntion- -of ------ -- -- -- --

the Auostles

_.... ~-

This examination of the sermons in the Acts of the Apostles to
determine the content of preaching is done with the assumption that
these sermons are not complete discourses but often a summary form.
They are, nevertheless, points which the speakers originally gave.
(1)

Peter on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:14-l!O) saw a fulfill-

ment of Old Testament prophecy.
was spoken by the prophet Joel. 11

Verse 16 states,

11

This is that which

In effect Peter was say:i.ng that what

was tak:l.ng place on thnt day was what they had read in their own
Scriptures.

He

concluded by stating that God had made this Jesus whc,m

they knew about both Lard and Christ.
The Jewish idea of the Messiah was gleaned from their own Old
Testrunent Scr:Iptures.

Dr. Coggan quoted Sir Edwin Hoskyns as stati:I!g

that the early preachers 1 id.e-'l of the Messiah was

11

smelted and sublimed

from the ore of the Old Testament Scriptures. 11 J3 The first eraphasis

then of the body c.f the sermon by Peter on Pentecost was on the fu.lfillI!1ent of the Old Testament :proclamation cf t.he corning Hessi;;.h.

A stuc·ty

of the other sermons in the Acts of the Apostles will also reveal this,

1

3coggan, op. ~·· p. 66.

~ince

Peter's sermon was taken as an example.

{2)

The second emphasis of the sermons in the Acts of the Apostles

was a reference to the earthly life of Jesus as evidence that He was the
promised Messiah.

Although they were not concerned to dwell on it.

mention was made of the words of Jesus in Acts 20:35 "··· remember the
words of the I,ord Jesus. how he said, It is more blessed to give than
to receive."

Mention wes &lsc) made of the works and wonde:i:-s of Jesus

where Peter said that Jesus of Nazareth was

11 a

man approved of God amon3

you by miracles and wonders and signs'! {Acts 2:22).

Peter explained

ancient prophecy and ended up by stating "unto you first God, having
raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning away every
one of you from his iniquities" (Acts 3:26).
Ref 01-ence is made to
'~How

th~

fact that Jesus went about G..oing good:

God anointed Jesus of Ne.zareth with the Holy Ghost and with power:

who went a'bout doing good. and healing all that were oppressed of the
devil; for God was with him 11 (Acts 10: 38).
It ca.n be seen from these few references although thin and sparse
that there was emphasis in the sermons contained within the Acts of the
JLpos tles on the earthly life of Jesus.

These early preachers were not

in ignc·rance concerning it. l4
(3)

While there was an emphasis upon

Jei:n1r3 1

life in the sermons

found in the Acts of the Apostles. there weF, also emphasis upon His

141. o. :Brh.tol. 11 Prlmitive Christian Preaching and the Epistle
to the Hebrews." Journal of Biblical Literature, Vol. 68, Pt. 11 (June,

19 49 ) •

p•

93 •
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death.

These early preachers saw it not as a tragedy but as a triumph

containing the hand of God.

It is recorded in Acts 2:23, "Him, being

delivered u9 by the detel'minate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye
have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain. 11
is written,

11

Again it

:B'or to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined

before to be done 11 (Acts 4:28).
To adequately present the early preacher's interpretation of the
death cf Christ wculd. take us into another area far beyond the scope
of. this monograph.

However, they recognized the vicarious aspect.

Consider where Paul stated,

11

feed the church of God, which he hath

purchased with his own blood" (Acts 20:28).

N1Jte the words of Philip

in explaining the good news of Jesus unto the Ethiopian eunuch who was
puzzled over Is&iah 53, "Then Philip opened his mouth, and began
same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus 11 (Acts 8:35).

a~

tho

Read Peter's

announcement of "remission c-f sins 11 through the name of Jesus in the
tenth chapter and verse forty-three.

The same thought is also seen in

13:38 where the same phrase occurs.

(4) The fourth emphasis the author found in the sermons in the
Acts of the Apostles was upon the resurrecticn and exaltation of Christ.
These concepts are to be taken together.

C. H. Dodd has pointed out

1
that they go together in an eschatological setting. 5 References will

----------

15c. H. Dodd, The Apostolic Preaching and Its Development (London:
Hodder & Stoughton Limited, 193"'fT:" p. 47. The-author has interpreted Dodd
to mean that the early preaching was proclaimed with the conviction that
the world was under judgmer!t (Acts 10:42, 17:31).

l~

be given first for the

resurr~ction

and second for the exaltation of

Christ.

Acts 2: 24-27, R.

s.

V., "But God raised him up, having loosed

the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it.
For David says concerning him,
'I saw the Lord always before r:ie,
for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken
therefore my heart was glad,.and my tongue rejoiced;
moreover my flesh will dwell in hope. 111

Acts 3:15 "···God hath raised from the dead; whereof we are
witnesses."
Acts 4:10 "···Jesus of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God.
raised from the dead •.• "
Acts 13:30
Acts

11 :But

God ndsed him frc:n the di:iad. 11

17:31 "Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he wilJ.

judge the world in· righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained;
whereof he ha.th given.assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him
from the dead •11

The references to the exaltation of Christ are as follows:
Acts 2:33, 36,

11

Therefore being by t.he right hand of God exalted

God he.th made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and
Christ. 11
Acts 3:13. "
Jesus

the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son

11

Acts 4:11; N. E. !., "This Jesus is the stone rejected by the
bu.ilders which has beccroc the keystone-- 11

J9
Acts 5:31. R. S. V.,

11

God exalted him at his right hand as Lead.er

and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 11
Acts 22:8 11 And I answered, Who art thou, 11ord?

And he said unto

me, I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou persecutest. 11
:Both. concepts, the resurrection and the exaltation of Jesus Christ,

go together in an eschatological setting.

C. R. Dodd stressed that the

Messianic Age will shortly reach :i. ts consuna. t:J.on in the return of

Chris~ .16

At that time Christ will come again as both Saviour and Judge:
Whom heaven must receive tmtil the time for establishint: all
that God spake by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old
(Acts 3:21, R. S. V.).

And he commanded us to preach to the people, and. to testify
that he is the one ordained by God to be judge of the living
and the dead (Acts 10:42,_R. s. V.).
(5)

The fifth emphasis found in the scrIJJons is repentance a.s

seen from six references.
Acts 2:38 11 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins.
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

For the promise is

unto you, and to your children, and to all that are far off, even as

many as the Lord our God shall call. 11
Acts 3:19, 25-26, N. E. B.,

11 Repent

then and turn to God, so that

your sins may be wiped out ••• 'you are the heirs of the prophets: you
are within the covenant which God made with your fathers, when he said
to Abraham, "And in your offspring all the families on earth shall find

--------l6Ibid., p. 42.
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blessing."

When God :::-aised up his SerYant, he sent him to you first,

to bring you blessing b;r turning every one of you from your wicked ways.'''
Acts 5:31, R.

s.

V••

11

God exalted him at his right hand as Leader

and Savior, to give repent8.nce to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 11
Acts10:43, R. S. V••

11 To

him all the prophets bear witness that

every one who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his
name . 11
Acts 20:21 "Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks,
repentance toward God, and faith toward our !Jord Jesus Christ."
Acts 26:20

11

:But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at

Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judea, and then to the
Gentiles, that they chould repent and tu:rn to God, and do works meet
for repentance •11
Importance is added to this particular emphasis i f it be remembered that repentance is thought of as a reorient.at:f.on of the whole

person from a center made up of self tc one of Christ.
In bringing this section to a close, it was

~bserved

that at

least two of the five emphases discussed are contained in Pau1 1 s sermon
on Mars Bill.

Verses 30 a.11d 31 are pertinent to our subject, and they

read, "And the times of this :l.gnorance God winked at; but now cornmandeth
all !een every where to repent: Because he hath appointed a day, in the which
he will judge the world in righteousness by that man ;.·horn he hath ordained;

whereeif he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he h?.th rainsd hi:n

from the dead. 1117
1 7At least five outotanding characteristics can be lifted out. of

21

The fourth e:nphasis upon Christ's resurrection is proclaimed. in
verse

31.

11 he

hath raised him from the dead •11

There can be no doubt

that his audience understood this to be his emphasis because of

followed:

11

~fnen

wh~t

they heci.rd about the raising of the dead, some scoffed;

and others said, •·ire will hear you on tl:..is subject some ot};ler time 111

(Acts 17:32, N. E. B.).
in verse 30,

11

The fifth emphasis, repentance, is contained

now comr::iandeth all men every where to repent. 11

The evidence presented on the examination of the

ser~ons

in the

Acts of the Apostles has indicated that:

( 1) Peter began his sc_rmon on the Da.y of Pentecost by

announ~ins

fulfillment of Old TeBtament propheCJ connected with the work of Jesu.s
Christ as the Jewish ?-!essiah.
(2) Included in the sermons from the Acts of the Apostles we.s

emphasis upon the earthly life of Jesus.
(3) These sermons contained the

procla~ation.

of the death of

Jesus as beir1g in the determinate counsel of God.
(4) The resurrect~.on of Jesus Christ was preached, and added to
this was Eis exaltation •

. (5) Repentance was an essential ingredient of the sermons in the

}.cts of the Apostles.

this sermon which have their roots deep within the Old Testa!!lent. 1)
God of creation, v. 24. 2) The goodness of that Godp v. 25. 3) The unity
of the human race, v. 26. 4) Day of judgment, v. 30. 5) Resurrection.

III.

THE PAULINE EPISTLES

An extremely important i:;ource on the lHblical theology of preaching
is the Pauline Epistles.

The procedure will be to determine the objects

of the verbs generally translated

11 preach 11

and to examine certain cor-

roboratine :passages which support the content of p1•eaching in the Acts
of the Apostles.

-- -

Objects of the Verbs Gene1·ally Translated

.

-.- - - - -

11 Preach 11

In the Pauline Epistles there are three main verbs used for the
activity of preaching.

Since all three words have been defined in

chapter two, it will not be necessary to give their meaning a.gain.

The

u.nderscor.·ing was r..ot in the original but added by the author for emphasis.
(1) E'aaggelizo.

Romans 1:15

11

There ere twenty cccurrences of this word.

So, a.s mu.ch as in me is, I am ready to preach the

gospel to you that arc at Rome also. 11
Romans 10:15

11 And

how shall they preach, except they be sent?

as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them· that E.~ the
gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 11
Romans 15:20 "Yea, so have I strived to

pre8~~

the gospel, not

where Christ was na.med, lest I should build upon another man's foundation. 11
I Co:rinthians 1:17 "For Christ sent me not to 'baptize, but to

;er each the gospel ••. 11

I Corinthians 9:16 11 For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing
to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I

23
p_re!;,Cl;_ not the gospel l 11
11 Wha.t

I Corlnthiens 9:18
I

prec;_c~

is my reward then?

Verily that, when

the gospel, I may make the gospel of Ch:dst without charge ••• 11
11 Moreover,

I Corinthians 15:1

brethren, I declare u."lto you the

gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and
wherein ye stand. 11

I Corinthians 15:2 11 J3y which also ye are saved, if ye keep in

-

me.:nory what I nreached
unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. 11
~

II Corinthians 10: 16
you

11 To

ureach the gospel in the regions beyond

... n
II Corinthians 11:7

11 •••

because I have

pre~

to you the

gospel of Goa. freely!!!
Galatians l: 8

11 But

though we, or an angel from heaven, :2..reach

e.ny other gospel unto you than that which we have nreached. unto you,
let him be accursed."
Gale.tians 1:9

11 •••

If any man preacJ:. any other gospel unto you

than that which ye have received···"
Galatiansl:ll

11 But

I certify you brethren. that the gospel

which wa.s ~~ of me is not efter man. 11
Galatians 1:16

11 To

reveal his Son in me, that I might ...__
urea.ch him

among· the heathen ••• 11
(}alatians 1:23
J?_:i'.'eacl~

11 •••

That he which persecuted us in times past now

the faith which once he des tro~red. 11

Galatians

4:13

11 Ye

know how through infirmity of the flesh I

preached the gospel unto you at the first. 11
11

Ephesians 2:17

And came and preached peace to you which were

afar off, and to them that were nigh. 11
Ephesians 3: 8 "Unto me, who e..m less than the least of all saints,

is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the U.'lsearchable riches of Christ. 11

In nineteen out of the twenty occurrences given the object is
described.

The passage in I Corinthians

15:2

keep in memory what was preached unto them.

states that they must
The results could be sum-

marized as follows: (1) Fifteen of the twenty occurrences have the object
n gospel" Cir a variation such

of God11 (2 Cor. 11:7).
One has the object
11 peace11

(

11

as

11

gospel of peace (Rom. 10: 15) or

(2) One has the object

the faith. 11 (G·al. 1:23).

E-ph. 2: 17) .

11

11 gospel

Son 11 (Gal. J.:16).

(3)

(4) One he.s the object

( 5) Finally, the reference in Ephesians 3: 8 yields

the object "riches of Christ".
(2) f..a.taggello»

There are four references including this Greek

verb in the Pauline Epistles.
I Corinthians 9:14

11 Even

so hath the Lord ordained. that they

which Ee.ach the gospel chould live of the gospel. 11
Philippians 1 :16 "The one Erea.ch Christ of contention, not sinc6rely.
supposing to add affliction to my bonds. 11
Philippians 1:18

11

What then? notwithstanding, every way, whethe1•

in pretence, or in truth, Christ is £reached; and I therein do rejoice,
yea, and will rejoice."

25
Colossi.ans 1 :28

11

Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching

every man in all wisdomi that we may present every man perfect in Chri$t
Jesus • 11
From these references the following conclusions can be drawn:
(1) There is one reference w:l.th the object

(2) Two references show the object to be

(3)

11

11

gos:pel 11 (I Cor. 9:14).

Christ 11 (Phil. 1:16, 1:18).

In the last reference the object is not given, but the implication

from the previous verse is

(3)

K_e:usso.

11 Christ

in you" (Col. 1:27.28).

There are nineteen occurrences of this word in the

Pauline Epistles.
thou that :e,:eachest a man should not stea.l,

Romans 2:21 "
dost thcu

~teal? 11

Romrms 10: 8

The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and

11

in thy heart: that is the word of faith, which we

prea~!':·"

Romans 10:14 " ••• and how shall they hear witho-..it a 2reacher? 11
Romans 10: 15

11 And

how shall they ;ereach, except they be sent? 11

I Corinthians 1;23 "But we ureach Christ cruc.ified, unto the
Jews a stumblingblock, and u.uto the Greeks foolishness. 11
I Corinthians 9:27

11 But

I keep under my body, and bring it into

subjection: 1est that by any means, when I have

R!.~~:~ed

to others, I

myself· e.<hould be a castaway. 11

I Corintb.ians 15:11 "Therefore whether it were I or they, so we
P!.e~~·

Emd so ye believed. 11
I Corinthians 15: 12

the dead

...

II

11 Now

i f Christ be 'Dreached that he rose from

II Corinthians 1:19 "For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was

II Corinthians

4:5

11 For

what we 12reacI:. is not ourselves, but

Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Josus 1 sake 11

(R.s.v.).·
II Corinthians 11:4 "For if he that cometh pr~achet~ another
Jesus, whom we have not preached ••• 11
Galatians 2:2

11 Ancl

I went up 'by revelation, and conimunicated

unto them that gospel which I

~~

among the C..entiles

...

II

5: 11 11 And I, brethren, U I yet preach circumcision,

Gala:~ians

t:hy do I yc:t suffer persecution? then is the offence of the cross
ce::~sed. 11
11

PhiJ.iI>pians 1: 15

Some indeed

12~.~

Chdst even of ell">·-y uni

strife; and some also of good. w:l.D.: 11
Colo~sia.us

1 :23

11

If ye continue in the fe.ith grounded and

se·t~

tled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have
heard, and which was

preeche~

to every creature which is under heaven;

whereof I PauJ. am made a minister; 11
I Thessnlonia.ns 2:9

11 For

ye 1·emember, brethren, our labour and

tre.vei1: for labouring night and day, because we would not be charge-

-

able tmto any of you., we nrea.ched unto you the gosnel of God. 11
I Timcthy

-

3:16 11 Ancl "rti.thout controversy great is the mystery of

godliness: God was manifest in the fleeh, justified in the Spirit, seen
of e.ngels.

Ere~~

unto the Gentiles, believed

o~

in the world,

27
received up into glory • 11

II Timothy 4:2 "Preach the word; be instant in sesson, out of
season; reprove, rebu..'k:e, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 11
Of these nineteen occurrences ozily thirteen are relevant to our
The other six either have no object or do not apply to our

purpose.

discussion (Rom. 2:21, 10:14, 10:15; I Cor. 9:27, 15:11; Gal. 5:11).
Eight; of the thirteen occurrences of kerusso relevant to our
purpose have to do with

a variation.

11 Jesus

I Corinthjans 1:23 has

11

Christ crucified11

II Corinthians 1:19 has

Christ risen from the dead,
Christ", and

Christ 11 as the object of the verb, or

11

,

15:12 has

Son of God, Jesus

4: 5 has 11 Jesus Christ as tord 11 (R. S. V.).

Both occur-

rences of the verb in II Cori~thiRna 11:4 have Jesus as their object.
The reference in I Timothy

3:16 has 11 God11 which is translated

11 He 11

the Revised Stand:i.rd Version, and the. implication is to Chri::it.
eighth reference

1•

simply to

11

Christ 11

(Col. 1:23),

11 gospel

11

The

•

The remaining five references give as their objects
faith" (Rom. 10:8).

in

that gospel 11 (Gal. 2:2).

11 hope

of God 11 (I Thess. 2:9), and

11

11

the word of

of the gospel 11

the word" (II Tim.

4:2).
Sumr.uu·y
The evid.ence presented on the objects of the verbs generally
translated

11 preach 11

in the Pauline Epistles has indicEtted that:

(1) The most frequent way of giving the content of the preachiug
in the Pauline Epistles was by the word

God 11 or

11

11 gospel 11 •

The description

11

of

of peace" wes used to describe what kincl of gcspel ws.s preached.

28
(2) The next most frequent occurrence of stating the object of
the preaching in the Pauline 1pistles we.s to give the name
Sometimes the fuller nfl.me
phre.se

11

crucified" and

~-Examination£!

the

11 Jesus

11 as

Christ" or just

11 Jesus 11

11

Christ 11 •

was used.

The

Lord" tell in what manner Christ was preached.

~

of Corroborating

The first passage is Romans 1:1-5

11 Paul,

Passag~s

a servant of Jesus Christ,

called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God, (which he had
promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures) 11 , veries 1 and 2.
The emphasis in these two verses is upon fulfillment of the Old Testament
proclamation of the Messiah hearkening back to the promises given long
ago by tht: prophets in the holy scriptures.

The idea is this, tha.t this

gospel spoken of by Paul had been announced beforehand in the Old Teste.ment throtigh the prophGts.

Now the fulfillment has come in Jesus Christ,

the Messiah, of whom Paul is His servant.
Continuing with verse 3 which states: "Concerning his Son Jesus
Christ our !,ord, which was made of the seed of David according to the
flesh."

This verse emphasizes the earthly life of Jesus.
Verse 4 states:

11 And

declared to be the Son of God with power

according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead. 11
Both the death, resurrection and exaltation of Chrint are present in
this verse.
The second passa.ge to be considered in the P&.uline Epistles is
I Corinthians 15:3, 4:

11

For I delivered unto you first of all that which

I also receiv·ed, how that Christ died for our sins according to the

Scriptures: and that he was buried, Emd that he rose again the third

day according to the Scriptures."
The phrase "according to the Scriptures" needs to be taken in

53. Jesus shows his death in Luke 22:37 as fulfill-

the l:l.ght. of Isaia..11
ment of Sci·ipture,
the outlaws,

1

11

For the Scripture says, •and he was counted among

and these words, I tell you, must find fulfillment in me:

indeed all that is written of me is being fulfilled. 11

(N'.E.:B.)

It is

ind.5.cated here that Paul is ref erring to fulfillment of the Old Testament
idea of the Messiah in Christ.
Christ's death and resurrection are both :present.
found in the phrase

11 Chr:l.st

died for

seen in the cccount just given of how

01.'lr
11

sins. 11

His death is

His resurrection is

he was buri.ed11 and that

11

he rose

E>.gain the third day • 11
The third passage is I Corinthains 1:18 "For the preaching of

the cross is to them that perish, foolishness; but unto us which are
saved, it is the power of God. 11

Christ.

The phrase

11

Here the emphasis is upon the death of

the word of the Cross 11 carries a potent message.

Dr. Coggan remarked concerning this phrase:
:By it, St. Paul means, not the

WOI'd which he seeks to preach
about the Cross, but the word which the Cross pself ev·e:r
pr0aches, 1 ts own self-::>.nt:ienticating Gospel • 1

Gal::i.tians 3:1 emphasizes the crucUied Chdst as being the con-,
tent of Paul's preaching.

18

It is recorded as follows:

Coggan, op. cit., p.

68.

1:0

foolish

30
Galatians! Who hc-s bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was
publicly portrayed as crucified?" (R.

s.

V.)

As a result of the

Apostle's preaching, the Galatians had Jesus Christ

?lac~rded

and.

posted up before their very eyes s.s crucified. 1 9 Luther is said to
have paraphrased this passage from Galatians 3:1 in the following manner: "There is no painter who with his colours can so lively set out

Christ unto you as I have painted Hi:n by my preaching. 11 20
Another reference to the content of preaching in the Pauline
Epistles is Romans 4:24, 25

11

:But for us also, to whom it shall be im-

puted, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the
dead: Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our
just ific:a. t. ion • 11
The death end resurrection of Christ is emphasized with the

concept of death for sins and the idea of justification.

There is also

the implication of fulfillment of the Messiah in Christ with the use
of the verb

11

was deliYered 11 (Isaiah 53:12).

The next reference is Romans 8:3l~

11

Who is he that condenmeth?

It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at
the right hand of God, who also make th intercession for us • 11

The

con~-

tent contains: (1) Christ Jesus is the one who died, {2) He was raised

l9Archibald Thor:ias Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Te~tament
(Nashville: Broadman Press, 1930), Vol Ii,-p:-291.'" - - - ·-- - - - 20cog6an, .££· cit •• p. 70.
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from the dead, (3) He is exalted at the right hand of God, and (4) He
makes i'ntercession for us.
The next passage is Rooans 10:9 "That if thou shalt confess with
thy mouth the tord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be seved. 11
verse is important:

11

But what saith it?

The preceding

The word is nigh thee, even

in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we
preach. 11

The

11

word of fai th11 which was preached by Paul ax1d his associ-

ates was a message of faith.

Paul gives two pillars of the gospel

message: :r:ian must believe that Jef::us was raised from the dead and confess
Him as Lord.

The two pillars are the resurrection and the Lordship of

Christ.
Ant•ther reference is found in I Thessalonians 1: 9, 10,

11

1''or they

themselves shaw of us what manner of entering in we had unto you., and.
how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God; And
to wait for his Son fro~ heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus,

which deliirered us froili the wrath to come. 11

The content can be summa-

rized: (1) Paul was alive with the hope of the second coming of Christ.
(2) Paul witnessed to the fact of the

dead.

resurrectio~1

of Jesus from the

(3) Paul alluded to the judgment day with the ph1·ase "wrath to

come. 1121
In close connection with the above teaching on the return of
Christ, it.should be noted that the expectation of His coming was central

21 Robertson, oo. cit., p. 1 4..
--"'-
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in both of the Thessalonian Epistles especially I Thessalonians 1:9-10.
The expectation of the Lord's coming is closely related· to belief in
the resurrection and in fact is derived from it.

This expectation is

not everywhere so strikingly placed as it is in the Thessalonian J.etters.
A text which expressed the same truth is Colossions 1:27 in a different
form with the phrase "Christ in you, the hope of glory" (cf. also Titus

3: 7). 22
One item remains in which great emphasis is given to the Lordship of Christ.

This can be seen from a number of references in the

Pauline Epir.tles but II Cor. 4:5 points to the preaching in particular. 23
It states,

11

:Jfor what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as

Lord ••• II (R.

s. v.).

Chritt is Romans 10: 9.

Anothei·. reference emphasizing the r,ordship cf
11

If you.

~onfess

with your lips that Jesus i.s I,ord

and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be
saved" (R.
11 And

s.

V.).

The same construction is given in Philippians 2:11,

that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is I,ord, to the

glory of God the Father. 11

The evidence presented on the exr:..mimi.tion of the content of
represent.;. tive passages in the Pauline 1-J?istles has indicated that:

22 J. Kahmann, CSSR, The Bible on Preaching of the Word (De Pere,
Wisconsin: St. Nor-cert Abbey Press.-1955).~82: - - - ---

23cf. (I Cor. 12:3, 1:2, 8:6, 16:22; Col. 2:6; Phil. 2:6-11).
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(1) Stress was placed upon the fulfillment of the Old Testa~ent
proclOJ!lation of the Messiah in Jesus Christ.

(2) Mention was made of the earthly life of Jeau.s as coming from
the Davidic line.
(3) The most favorite content of these Pmlline passages wes

concerning the death, resurrection and

of Jesus.

exalt~tion

.A descrip-

tive phrase was occasionally added to give meaning to His death such as
11delivered.

for our offences" or "raised for our justification" (Rom. 4:25).

(4)

Reference was made to the intercession of Christ.

(5)

The Lordship of Christ was proclairr.ed.

(6)

The second coming of Christ was taught.

( 7) J..n allusion to the judgment was gi.•rnn.

IV.

TEE GOSP.FlLS

Content !>f Preaching in General.
The Gospel of Mark opened with the fulfillment of pl'Ophecy,

it is written in Isaiah the prophet, 'Behold, I send· my messenger
thy face, who shall prepare thy way 1 11 (Mark 1:2, R. s. V.).

11

As

befc~e

Next in the

order of events in the Gospel of Mark came John preaching a baptism of
repentance (1:4) and the coming of Christ (1:7).

Key phrases were "preach

the baptism of repentance" and "cometh one might er than I. 11

After John

was arr·este.d, Jesus :preached 11 the gospel of the kinc;dom of God11 with tho
ad.monit:ion to

11

repent 11 and "believe the gospel" (Mark 1:14, 15).

The twel·rn disciples were sent out to preach

11

that men shoul.d repentll

(Mark 6:12).
preaching.

An e.ct of love is connected. with the next occurrence of
Jesus replied, "Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached

throughout the whole world, this also that she hath dono shall be
spoken of for a memorlal of her 11 (Mc,rk 14:9).

From chapter 1 to 8:30 of the Gospel of Mark the content was
concerned with Jesus as one who crone to minister.
Gotpel of Mark records Jesus' passion.

The rer:_;ainder of the

The e),,,-panded· emphasis given to

the pa%ion of Christ corresponds to the prominent place afforded the
cross in the Acts of the Apostles and the Pauline Epistles.

The Gospe1.

of Mark related another idea. common to the Acts of the Apostles and the
Pauli.no :Epistles.

It wa5 the resurrection of Jeous.

After Hin resu:r-

-

rection appeararice He gave instructions to proclai!!l the gospel in all
tho Wi..'rld to everyone ('Mark 16: 15).

Verse 20 cf M2.rk 16 recorded,

11

they

went ·forth, and preached every where."
?rew material in the Gospels of Matthew and J.. uke introd.uce the

Davidic line of Jesus.

The genealogies serve to testify to this fact.

Another element is the e.ppeal to the fulfillment of the Old Testament
'1
i a:1,
i...
espec i a 11y so i n t·ne Gosye.J o::i: ••ta tt'new. 2 4 Th e
id ea o.f t ,ne !·1css
,LO

''

three Gospels so far seem to yield the following presentation: (1) the
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus was the fulfillment of the Old

Testa"nent hope of the :Messiah, and (2) Ee would be cf the Davidic line.
Most certainly the Fourth Gospel reflects its harmony with the

24Hun·er.,
t

£E· cit., p. 32.
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other three G·ospels.

It was established by Matthew. Mark, and Luke that

Jesus was the Hessir.h of the Old Testament. ' In the Prologue of John Is
Gospel :l.s found the same truth.

The Logos or the Word of God which was

the !actor in creation. had been expressed through the prophets was

coming home to His people who did not receive Him as the Messiah.
this John records the baptism of Christ by John the :Baptl.st.

After

He then

unfolded the teaching of Jesus alor.:g with miracles by Jesus.

The preaching of Jesus had an ethical demand end an eschatological
sanction. 2 5 The ethical demand was to repent, and the eschatological

-

sanction was the fact of the Kingd.cm of God being at hand (?.fatt. 4:17).

Repentance is understood to be a complete reorientation of the moral
disposition.

The Kingdom of God is more difficult, and it has

object of much controversy.

~here

be~n th·~

can be found eleruents of eschntological

dimension and also elements of non-eschatologicsl magnitude.
An observation of the meaning of the word
milieu may prove helpful.
always means

11

kingly rule 11

11

kingdom 11 in its original

The Aramaic malkutha in Jewish literature
•

26

In the Ts.rgum of Onkelos Exod"J.s 15:18,

"The Lord shall reign for ever and ever 11 is paraphrased thus,

11 His

ma~_!:u.th stands for ever and ever. 112 7 The phrase 11 to take the yoke of
2

5Robert H. Mounce, The Essential Nature
(Grand Rapids: Eerdroans, 19W), -p:-30-.-

26]bid.,
2 1ibid.

p. 33.

o~

New Testament

Preachin~,

the Kingdom of God upon oneself 11 meant to accept the Torah as God's
revealed will and recite daily the Shema (Deut.
God as Lord and King.? 8

6:4)

plus acknowledge

In the Uew Testament, the nobleman of Lu..'l{e 19:

11-27 went into a far country to receive "kingly power 11 (R.
Taylor in hb Jesus

~

s.

V.).

His Sacrifice, page 9, concludes that in the

ove1·whelming majority of Jesus' sayings about the Kingdom numbering

more than fifty of the sixty references,
Reign or Rule of God. 11

11

the thought is that of the

20
;,1

Besides the linguistic evidence, the history of the concept in
Hebrew thought reveals, according to Dodd, that
be manifested to the confusion of
ecy • 11 3°

~11

1: 1His

kingly rule will

evil, is the burden of all proph-

ifnen Christ proclaimed that the Kingdom of God was at hand i.t

echoed the climactic culmination of the Jewish exi..;>ectation, and therefore .had an eschatological idea.

Yet, this expectation needed modifi.ca-

.

tion.

The importan·L thing, in any event, is v.ihat Jesus meant, not what

his contemporaries understood.
Summary·
The evidence presented on the content of preaching in the Gospels

has indicated that:
(1) The life, death, and rezurrection of Jesus was the fulfiJ.lment
of the Old 'I·estament hope of the Messiah.

28 Ibid.
2 9Ibid.

30Jb!~·.

p.

34.
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(2) The Messiah would be from the line of David.
'(3) Repentance played a significant part in the preaching of

Jesus and His disciples.
(4) Jesus was sent to procla:l.m spiritual deliverance.
V.

PETER AND HEEREWS

Peter's opening chapter dealt with fulfillment of Old Testament
prophecies.

A portion read:

his salvation was the theme which the

11 '11

prophets pondered and explored ••• foretelling the sufferings in store
for Christ and the splendours to follow ••. And now it has been openly
announced to you through preachers who brought you the Gospel in the
power of the HoJ.y Spirit sent from heave:un (I Peter

1:10-~.2,

N. E. :B.).

For- Petei· the center of the Gospel is Jest:.s. the Ness:i.ah,

11 Foras-

much ·as ye know that ye were not redeemed_ with corruptible things, as
silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from
your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb \'Ii thout blemish and ~..,.i thout spot 11 (I Peter 1: 18, 19).

Resurrection and

exaltation of Christ is taught in the third chapter,

11 Baptism,

which

corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the
body but as an appeal to God for a clear conccience,

thro~h

the resur-

rection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right
hand. of God, with angels, authorities, E·.nd powers subject to him 11 (I Peter

3:21, 22, R. S. V.).
The last judgment is taught in tl.e fourth chapter,

11

Who shall
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give account to him that is ready to judge the quick and the dea.d.

For

the time is come thc:.t judgment must begin at the house. cf God: and if
it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that ob¢y not the
gospel of God?" (I Peter

4:5,17)

In Hebrews the note of fulfillment of prophecy rings out in the
first verse.
Son.

God has spoken in the past in many ways but now in his

'l!he author is gathering up a basket of fulfilled prophecies in

his opening remarks.

Warning is given in 2:3 over neglect of salvation.

As far es preaching was concerned the Gospel was preached unto them
A promise of entering into God's rest was proclaimed. ( l~: 6).

( 4:2).

Son of Man is mentioned in 2: 6.

Obedience to the JPa.ther was character-

istic of Christ and was the ·a·etermining factor ( 5: 8, 10: 7).
on the cross was to deal with.sin {12:2, 13:12).

His death

!l'he i·es\U'l.'Dction of

Jesus from the dead and His exaltation is given in 13:20, 1:3,13, 8:1,
10:12, ti.nd 12:2.
Suro_!?!':_~Y

The evidence presented on the content of preaching in Hebrews
and Peter has indicated that:
(1) Old Testa::.nent pro_phecies found their fulfillment in the
coming of Christ, the Messiah.

(2) Resurrection and exaltation of Christ is taught.

(3) The last judgment is taught.
(4) A promise of entering into God's rest is proclaimed.

CHAPTER III

THE CHARACTER OF NEW TESTAMENT PRE:ACE:InG
I.

INTRODUCTION

Looking at the apostolic preaching

fro~

the standpoint of

activity rather than content, what are the more prominent characteristics?

There are certain recognized symbols on every dollar bill

which are a guarantee to the holder that what he has is genuine.

In

like manner there are certain characteristics by which the New Testa.::.
ment preaching may be distinguished from that which is false.
the ourden of this chapter to_ find out what those prominent
istics are.

It is

che>.r"'~t0r-

If these characteristics cari be ascertained, will they

not sorvc as criteria for all preaching in every aee which seeks to go
under the name Christian?
II.
( 1)
employed.

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

In preaching to Jevrich audierices a polemic quality was
.Dialeg~~ai

occurs ten timc:s in the Acts of the Apostles,

describing the activity of Saint Paul.

It means to discuss or to con-

duct a dtscussion which would likely end in disputations or controversies.
It can also be used simply

11

to speak" or

11

preach 11 (Acts 18: 4).

Six of

1
William F. Arndt and F. Wilbur Gingrich, A Greek-English Lexicon
of the New Testament and other Early Chri!'>tian Literature-(C'hICago:
TheUniversity of"Chfcago-P:!7ess, 1957), p-: 1 8 4 . - · - -

l

4o
the ten occurrences have reference to Paul's work for Christ in the
Jewish synagogues.
Of particular insta.uce is Acts

volved:

11

17:2-3 because of the time in-

And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto theru, and three

sabbath days reasoned with them out of the Scriptures, Opening and
alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from
the dea.d; and that this Jes us, whom I preach unto you, is Christ • 11
Paul reasoned with them for three sabbath days.

The word is also used

(Acts 20:7,9) of Paul's preaching at Troas, and. again of his defense
before Felix (Acts 24:25).
Paul confounded the Jews proving that Jesus was the Christ in
the ninth chapter and verse twenty:..two.

18 and 19) the story it=: the same.

In Corinth ancl E!)hesus {Acts

Toward tho end of his career ?aul

was still trying to convince the Jews (Acts 28:2j).

position was involved, preaching became polemic.

When Jewir.h op-

Thus, preaching tool::

on the flavor of not just announcement of some historical eYEmt but

erguing, testifying, pleading, and proving
preach:l.ng.

b~came

2

(2) The early preaching was dialogistic.
omai have a polemic character, but it also meant

or diocuss.u3

?~ot
11

only did

dial~-

to converse with,

Dr. :Bruce Metzger in his Lexi.cal Alds for Students of

New Testament Greek has rendered the English word

2

parts of early

.

11

dialectic 11 as coming

Robert H. Mounce, The Essential Nature of New Testament Preach··
in& (Grand Rapids: Eerd.manS,--1960), p. ·5~- - --·
3Arndt and GingI'ich, loc. cit.
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from~~~·

4 A dictionary definition of dialectics includes the

idea of' a question and an1rner period, so as . to determine the validity
of ideas presented.
Although our English word
dia.lektos, Dr.

G.

11

dia1ect 11 comes from the Greek noun

Abbott-Smith in his Manual Greek Lexicon of the

New

Testament has indicated the dialektos was derived from or related. to
dialegomai.5· The meaning, then, of dia1egomai is enlarged to include
an exchange of ideas as in a dialoeue as well as being polemic

~n

nature when one person does the talking.
On the. occasion of Eutychus falling asleep during the Apostle
Paul's preaching as recorded in Acts 20:7-12, there is no indication
that polemics was et:Jployed. - Perhr.tps it was more di£cussion or lecturing.

Dr. Willia:l :Barclay in his comn1 en tary cm The.

wrote of this occasion as follows,
as it were, even on.

11

Ac_~. ~ ~ ~P.£,~t];~;":

We must not take H that Paul spoke,

There would be talk and discussion but Eutychus

..~
t ed • " 6
was e.uie.us

Paul's

preachin~

in Acts 20:7-12 was not related to the evangel-

ism of the Jews, but he was ta.lking to believers.

The New Testaipent

preaching, then, sometimes took on the character of discussion or
dialogue, and thus became dialog1.stic.

4Bruce M. Metzger, Lexical Aids for students of New Test£iment
Greek (Princeton: Bruce M. Metzger:-1955},

P-Ifi-.- -

-~

5G •. Abbott-Sm! th, A Manual Greek Lexicon of the Hew Testament
(Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark";" i95r~r.- p-:-109-.- - - - -- 6William Barclay, The Acts of the
Westminster Press, 1955), -~-·-p. lo3.

~po~tles

-

(Philadelphia: The
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(3)

A third characteristic of lfow Test~rnJent preaching was

apostolic, used by the author to mean a sense of divine commission.
The classical Greek use of the word apostle was of s. naval expedition
or a ship ready for departure.

In the New Testament the term is used

~f one sent with a commission.7

A divine commission was evident with

Peter's preaching when he stated that the risen tord had commanded them
to preach to the people (Acts 10:~2).
also in Paul.

This commissioning is noticeable

God had chosen him for a special purpose (Acts

9:15).

This commission could be supplemented with guidance by the Spirit (Acts

11:12) and encouraged through

s~bsequent visions (Acts

18:9-10).

g

Thr,t Paul was true to his cpm.miss!on is evident from h:ls work f,t
Ephesus where he served the to:rd
with tri6.1s 11 (Acts 20:19, R.
true of the early Church.

s..

11

wi th all humility e.nd with tem·s s.nd.

V.).

What char~ctorized Paul was also

They answered the threat of im:prisom1ent by

"preaching the word" (Acts 8:4).

Both the Apostles and. the New Testament

Church were conscious of a divine commissior..
(l~)

The early preaching was characterized by boldness.

The noun,

. pa.rrhesia, is used both a.s "free utterance'l and as "courage, confidence,
boldness, and fearlessness. 11 9
The
ness,

11 An6_

e~rly

preachers in the Acts of the Apostles prayed fc,r bolcl.-

now Lord, behold their threatening$; and grant unto thy

7Arndt and Gingrich, .££· cit., p. 99.
8

Mouncei, loc. cit.

-- --

9Az-ndt and Gingrich, op. cit,..

P:r. 635-.636.
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servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy word" (Acts

4:29).

They prayed for this boldness and there is evidence that they were
richly endowed with it (Acts 4:31. 11And when they had prayed, the place
was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled
with the Holy Ghost. and they spake the word of God with boldness.").
The Apostle Peter earlier on the Day of Pentecost had experienced this
boldness when he said,

11

Let me spea.lc freely unto you11 (Acts 2:29).

It

was said of Paul as he spent his last days in Rome that he preached and
ta'l.'lght the things which concerned Christ with confidence (Acts 28:31).
It could be translated

11

wi th bolc.ness 11 since it is the same Greek word.

The verb form, parrhesiazomai, is used to describe the preaching
in the Acts of the Apostles.· ·In Acts 9:27 it is stated of Paul that
11 he

hnd pre;:ched boldly at D:im?-scus" or in

in the name of the tord. 11
and Barnabas waxed bold 11
where Apollos
bold1y".

11

,

9:29 where 11 he spake boldly

Other references include

14:3 where they were "speaking boldly", 18:26

bega.n to speak boldly 11 , and 19:8 where Paul again

11

spake

It was said in another place of the apostles concerning ·boldness

that they had so much it caused some to marvel.
11

13:46 where 11 Paul

The reference is 4:13.

Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that

they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took
knowledge cf them, that they had been with Jesus. 11

Boldness was a

characteristic mark of the preachers whose records we have in the Acts
of the Apos·tles.
(5)

The New Testament preaching was elevated.

elevation is seen in the Greek word,

~~~ph~heggomai,

This element of
which means to

.~4

speak forth or declare boldly and to declare with er.thusiasm. 10

Dr. }.• T.

Robertson wrote of this verb as "used of eager, elevated, :impassioned
.utterance. 11

11

He continued by stating that Lucian used it of a vessel

when i t strikes a reef.

Dr. H. A. W. Meyer commented on apophtheggomai

as "a purposely chosen word for loud utterance in the elevated state of
12
:spiritual gifts .11
References using this word ara three in number.

The underscoring

was not :i.n the original.
Acts 2:4 "And they were all fHled with the Holy Ghost, and began
to speak with other tongues, as the Sp1.rit gave them utterance. 11
. Acts 2:14

, ·-

11 But

Peter standi:z:.g up with the eleven, lifted

U:?

his

voice, e.nd sai.d m1to them, Ye .men of Judea, a:1d. all ye tha.t dwe11 at
Jerus<1lem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my wcrds. 11
c:

~-

:Acts 26:25

11 But

he seid, I am not mad. most ncble Festus; b'.tt

speak forth the words of truth and soberness. 11
Not only were the Apostles· elevated, but here they bece.:ne prophets
in the Old Testament sense.

The word wes used "of the oracle-giver,

diviner, prophet, exorcist, and other 'inspired' persons. 1113

lOibid., p. 101.
11.Archibald Thomas Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Testa!'.lent
(Nashville: Broa.d.rnan Press, 19.30), Vol.Irr. p.--22.- - - --12Heinrich August Wilhelm Meyer, Critical and Exegetical Handbook
to th~ Acts. of the Apostles (New York: Funk & Wagnalls.-1889),·p. 51.
1 3Arndt and Gingrich, loc. cit.
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Thege men were full cf the Holy Spirit, and the implication is
that they were ft1_1l of power in fulfillment of the promise of Jesus.
The

Expositor~ Gre~

Testament has a comment concerning Stephen in

chapt.er seven and verse fifty-five as follows:
In the :power of the Holy Ghost, with which Stephen is represented
as being full, as in life so in death, he saw (translation of
Greek, 11 the glory of God 11 ), in which He had appeared to Abraham. 1 5
The ideEl p1•essnted is that Stephen 1 s power was the power of the Holy
Spiri.t.
The reference to Paul shewed the po\>/er he had when faced with an
emergency situation such as in Acts
sorcerer.

13:9 where he. confronts Elymas the

Robertson wrote of this:

A special influx of power .to meet this emergency. Here was
o cultured heathen, typical of the best in Ro.!!ian life, who
called forth all the -oowers of Paul -olus the speciE'.1 helo of .
the Holy Spirit to expose the wieked;le!Js of :E:lymas Barje~us.16
Jesus had indeed fulfHled His prcl!lise and these preachers were

11

endued

with }')Ower from on high 11 which was the power resulting from being filled.
with the Holy Spirit.

(7) The New Testament preaching was hortatory. This characteristic of the early preaching is taken from the Greek word
This word has the meaning of

0

para.1.cal~.£·

to call to, to beseech, to exhort 11 and

comfort 11 i!1 com:::on Greek usage. 1 7

11

to

In the New Testament it had the mean-

------

15w. Robertson Uicoll, ed., The Expositor's Greek Testament (Grand
Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans PublishingC'Orilpany, 1957).·p.201:-·---

16

Robertson, op.

17GerhRrd

~·· p. 181.

.

Friedrich, ed., Theological Dictionary of the New Testament (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans·-:.Publi shf.ngCornpe.ny, 196·7J, Vol. 5,

j):-f73.

ing of to call to one's side, ex..'IJ.ort, entreat, comfort, encourage or
to conscle.

18

It is used twenty-one times in the Acts of the Apostles.

It is distinguished from one asking for help, and it is usecl for the
wooing proclamation of salvstion in the Apostolic preaching.

1

9

The first reference is Acts 2:40 where Luke describes the preaching of Peter as

11

with many other words did he testify and ex.'1~.E!· 11

underscoring in these references is not in the original.)
charecterized. in Acts 11 :23 as

11

exhorted them all. 11

(The

Barnabas is

He seemed to have

had a special gift for work like this, being called "The son of consoletion 11 (Acts

4:36).

Paul was involved in ex..'IJ.ortation.

Speaktng to recent

converts, Paul is characterized as "Confirming the souls of the disciples,
arld ~;0_ort.:12l§ the::i to continue in the faith" (Acts ll~:22).

Alr:o it is

recorded that Paul exhorted the Mc.ced.onib.n brethren.

In the twentietn

chbpte1· there is much exhortation.

~tatos

concerning Paul thp. t

11 when

J;uke specifically

in Acts 20:2

he had gone over those parts and had gj.ven

them much exhortation, he cai11e into Greece. 11

There :.:.re places where

parakaleo. does not appear in the text but exhortation te.kes place.

Pa-.il

was definitely exhorting the elders at Helitus when he sent to Ephesus
and cal] ed. them down to hear hir;i at the close of his third missione.ry
tou.r (Act£ 20:17~'35).

A. T. Robertson com:-neuting on verse 31 stated:

"Paul has concluded his defence of hi:nself and his warning.
exhorts on the basis of it ( dio) because of whi0h thing." 2 0

18Arndt an~ Gingrich, op. cit., pp. 622-623.
igF
. ' i c h., op.• c.i '"·, p.
· r1ea.r

20

_,_ cit., p.
Robertson, _on.

795.

~cw

he
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'1.1wo other men are mentioned in Ac ts 15: 32 as being involved in exhorta-

Uon:

11 And

Judas and Silas, being prophets alflo themselves, e.Y.horted

the brethren with many words, and. confirmed them. 11

The other sixteen ref er enc es to narakaleo d.o not particularly

"

pertain to hortatory preaching.

But enough evidence has been presented

to show that Peter, Barnabas, Judas and

Sil~~.

and Paul wera involved

in a hortatory ministry.
(8)
moniai.

Another characteristic of Ne-.,..r Testament preaching wa.s testi-

'l'he Greek word martureo means to bear witness or testify con-

cerning someone or sornething.
Pentecost that

11 with

21

It was written of Peter on the Day of

many other wo1~ds did he testify" (Acts 2:4o).

.
Diemartu:rato :i.s used here to ·mean a solemn attestation or

.

w1 tnecs.

22

Perhaps more than just a witness is involved here but it is a protest
again$t false views of those Peter was addressing.

The same word is

used by Paul to characterize his own ministry in his ad.dress to the
Ephesian elders at Miletus ":here it is recorded. that he was "!estifying
both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks" (Acts 20:21).
After declaring his Roman citizenship and giving his defenca in
chapters 22 and 23, Paul was caught in the great dissension that follO\rnd.

He was rescued by the soldiers and spent the night in the castle for his
own protection.
night saying,

11 :Be

Paul needed comfort, and the Lord appeared to him that
of good cheer ••. for a.s thou hast

~ti~~-~

of me in

Jerusalem, so must thou bear wit!'.less e.lso at Rome 0 (Acts 23:11).

2 1Arndt and Gingrich, op. cit., pp.
22

Robertson,

.£E,· cit., p. 36.

493-1194.

Here

is approval of Paul's witness in Jerusalem and his method of testifying.
:Before King Agrippa Paul characterized his minis.try saying that
he had up to then been "wi tne~sing both to small and great. 11 (Acts 26:22).
This hearkens back to the office of bearing testimony to which Paul was
appointed in Acts

9:15. This

sa~e

office is given the disciples of

Jesus: "and ye shall be witnesses" (Acts 1:8).

Testimonial was character-

istic of ?Jew Testament preaching.

The evidence presented on the nature of apostolic -preaching in
the Acts of the Apostles has indicated that:
( 1) In preaching to Jewish audJ.ences a polemic quo.Ii ty was

employed.

Jesus as the Chr:l.st was em!)hasized.

(2) In preaching to believers a diilogistic method was sometimes

used when not related to the evangelism of the Jews.
(3) New Testament preachin~ in the Acts of the Apostles was
apo~tolic.

It had r.. sense of divine commission.

this ministry of his own sending.

Man did not enter into

Only those who were COllimissioned by

God were the New Testa'l1ent heralds.

(4) The early preaching was characterized

by

boldness.

Out of

an inner co!"1pulsion came the New Testament witness in the face of
opposition and hardship.

The New Testament preacher had a strong con-

fidence in the things concerning Christ which nothing daunted.

(5) The New Testament preaching was elevated.
hearkened back to the prophets in the Old

~estament.

This elevation

50
(6)

The preaching in the Acts of the Apostles was powerful.

is, it was Spiri t-·filled preaching which made it powerful.
fulfillment of His promise had endued them

11

That

Ohr ist in

with power from on high. 11

To be filled with the Holy Spirit was to be filled with power.

(7)

The New Testament preachine was hortatory.

It encouraged

the believe;rs to continue in the faith and sought to comfort them in
trials of e.ffliction.
( 8) Testimonial was characteristic of New Testament preac,hing.
Th~

early preachers gave their witness of Christ and protested against

false views of themselves and Christ.

III.
(1)

THE PAULINE EPISTLES

One of the prominent characterist!cs of New Test~...':lent

pr.eachil'.lg found in the Pauline Epistles was a. readiness to preach the
-gospel; Romans

1:15 states

11

So, as much as in me is, I am ready to

preach :tlrn gospel to you that are at Rome also. 11
;erothumon, means

11

The Greek word,

ready, willing, eager of the spiri.t 11

used in the sense of

11

•

Here i t is

my eagerness", meaning the eagerness of the Apostle

Paul to preach the gospel. 23

Not only was Paul ready, but he was eager.

It is taken in the sense not of gaining glory for himself or because he
felt the Roinai<s would me.ke better Christians, but it was because of his
sense of obligation to make the gospel known to all people.

23Arndt

and Gingrich, ou. cit., p.

-=-

713.
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(2)

A second characteristic of New Testament preaching found in

the Pauline Epistles was apostolic.

It is stated in Rc'.flans

10:15 11 And

how shell they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad
tidi"ngs of good things!"

Paul states here in a question form that it is

nece£sary to have a commission in order to preach.
For Paul his authority to preach resided in his apostleship.
had seen Christ and had been transformed by Him (I Cor. 9:1).

He

T,hrough

the testimony of such a man preaching could be conducted with power

1:5).

which was the power of the Holy Spirit (I Thess.
he

decJ.ari-~d.

that the words of his preaching are

11

To the Corinthians

not in the words which

man's wisc'l_o!r. tea.cheth, but whi_ch the Holy Ghost teacheth ••• 11 (I Cor. 2:

13).

Paul 1 s authority did not reside wi ti.in his own skills as an orator,

but in t:be :passing on of what he himself had received. (I Cor. 15:3).
Paul's authority came as an apostle,

11

one who is sent 11

•

24

Like the prophets before hi::n, Paul had received an urgsnt call
to preach.

He says he has been

9:17, R. S. V.).
lRid w.;>on me.

R.

s.

V.).

11

entrusted with a commission" (I Cor.

He cried out in the previous verse, "Necessity is

Woe to r.rn if I do not preach the gospel" (I Cor.

He could declare to the G::i.latic.ins

11

9:16,

! must make i t clear to

you, m:.r friends, that the gospel you heard me preach is no human invention,

I did not take it over from nny man; no man tav6ht it me; I

24Victor

Paul '.b,ur.nish, 11 Prophats·, Anostles, and Preachers,"
IntEJrpretation, Vol. 17, No. 1 (Ja.nu.ary, 1963), pp. 54-55.
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received i t through a revelation of Jesus Christ 11 (Gal. 1:11-12, N. E. B.).
A third characteristic of preaching in the ~auline 1'pistles

(3)

was a pioneer spirit.
salem and

HS

Paul states in Romans 15:19. 20

11 •••

from Jeru-

far round as Illyricum ! have fully preached the gospel of

Christ, thus making it my ambition to preach "the gospel. not where Christ

has already been named, lest I build on another man's foundation 11 (R. S. V.).
Paul particularly sought to preach in new regions.

He was called to be

an apostle, not a pastor.

(4)

Another characteristic of New Testament preaching found in

the Pauline Epistles was reliance upon the power of God.

The message

demanded ffd th, and thus it 11Jas necessary that it be devoid of worldly

wisdom.

To dress up the messa_ge was to rob it of its power.

Paul stated,

"For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with
whdoL·1 of words, lest the cror.s of Christ should be made of none cf'fect 11

(I Cor. 1:17).

Again he w:s:ote, "And my speech and my preaching was not

with enticing worcls. of man 1 s wisdom, but in deroonstra.tton of the Spirit
and of power" (I Cor. 2 :4).

The purpose he also stated: "That your fal th

should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God11 (I Cor. 2:5).
The thought rtmning through Paul 1 s mind seernP.d to be that where
the r.ross is preached human wisdom can no longer stand, and he is anxious
to show that he did not use any illicit means in preaching the gos:pel
to the Corinthians.
11 demonstr.ation

His words, howe'Ver, had been accompanied with

of the Spirit and of power. 11

sonal power but the power of the Holy Spirit.
preaching was witnessed. to by God.

This was not Paul's perThus the truth of Paul's

He could make the claim

11 For

our
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gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the
Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye lmow whe.t manner of men we

1:5).

were among you for your sake" (I Thess.

Dr. Robertson mad.e the following comment concerning Paul's
preaching:
Preaching was Paul's forte, but it was not as a pretentious
philosopher or professional rhetorician that Paul appeared
before t.he Corinthians (I Cor. 2':1-5). Some who followed
Apollos may have been guilty cf a fancy for external show,
though Apollos was not a mere performer and juggler with
words. But the Alexandrian method as in Philo did run t~
dialectic subtleties and luxuriqnt rhetoric (Lightfoot). 5
(5)

Mention is made of a characteristic of Paul's preaching as

being self-control.

In I Cor.

9:27

P~ul

states "I bruise my own body

and make it know its master, for fear that after preaching to others
I shoulC. find myself rejected11

OT. E.

]

.) .

The word

11 bruise 11

means

to d.eliver a "olow to that part of the face which is under the eyes.

26

Paul is not engaged in a fight with himself but rather he keeps his
body in line.

Just as athletes keep their body under control so Paul

does in order to 1i ve as a true Christian. 2 1
This discipline was not arbitrary and self-inflicted, but it

was dictated by Paul's calling.

He guards against a misuse of this

practice in the Colossian Epistle (2:23).

2 5Robertson, op. cit., p.

76.

26F. w. Grosheide, Commentary on the First Epistle to the Corinthians
(Grand Rapids: Wm. ]. Eerdrnans Publishing Company, -1953). p~ 215.------27!.bid •• p. 216.

(6) Another characteristic of Uew Testament preaching found in
the PE<.uline Epistles was hortatory.

This characteristic is taken from

narakaleo which has been defined in the previous section.

Every reference

to parakaleo in the :Pauline Epistles will not be dea.1 t with, but only
those characteristic of New Testament preaching.
Alttough it is not explicitly stated that Paul preached in a
beseechint; manner, he certainly wrote in one to the Corinthi.ans:

11

Now

then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though Goel did beseech you by us:

---

'

we prey you in Christ s stead, be ye reconciled to God" (II Corinthians
1

5:20).

He continued in chapter

.

6 "We then, as workers together with him,

beseech you also ••• 11 (II Corinthians 6:1).
Moro specific is the ch.aracteristic of Paul 1 s ministry in I Thessaloniens 2:11, "As ye knew how we exhorted and comforted e.nd charged
every one of you, as a father doth his children."
of this verse that

11

A. T. Robertson wrote

th& three participles give three phases of the minis-

ter 1 s preaching (exhorting, encciura.g:lng or· consoling, witnessing or
testifying). 1128
Paul in writing to Timothy is careful to include exhortation in
his instructions to him.

It is natural to assume that this was a charac-

teristic of Paul which he wished to pass along to Timothy.

His instructions

were tq 11 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove,
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine" (II Timothy 4:2).

28
Archi bald Thomas Robertson, Word Pie tu.res in the New Testament
(Nashville: Broadman Press, 1930), Vol.TY, p. 20. - -·- -
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The evidence presented on the nature of New Testament prer.ching
in the Pauline Epistles has indicated that:

(l) There was a. ree..diness to preach the gospel.
(2) A second chare.cteristic of New '!'estament preaching was apostolic.

(3)

A third characteristic of preaching in the Pauline Epistles

was a pi.oneer spirit that manifested itself in carrying the gospel into

new regions.

(4) Another characteristic of New Testament ;ireaching in the
Pauline Epistles was reliance upon the power of God.
power of God so his converts'

fait~ 11

Paul used the

should not stand in the wisdom of

men, but in the power of God 11 (I Cor. 2:5).

(5) A fift}1 characteristic

mentlt:'>~1ed

co11cernine preaching wG.s self-control.

in the Pa.uJ.ine Epistles

J·:.i.st ns an athlete keeps his

body under control so Paul does in order to live as a true Christian.

( 6) The preaching in the Ps.uline Epistles was hortatory.

IV.
( 1)

was the

THE

GOS~.BLS

AND PETER

One prominent characteristic of preaching found in the Gospels

hsw~nce

out to ·preach.

of power to the twelve disciples before sending then

Matthew rec:orcl.ed,

11

And when he had called unto him hh

twelve disciples, he gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast
them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease.
And e.s ye go, preach, saying the kingdom of hee.ven is at hand" (Matthew

10: 1,

7).

The Gospel of Mark recorded the choosing of the twelve

11

to

be with him, and that he might send them forth to preach, and to have
power to henl sicknesses, and to cast out devi1s 11 (Mark 3:1l~, 15).
Gospel of Luke also recorded. the sending out of the twelve,

11 •••

them power and authority over all devils, and to cure diseases.

The

gave
And he

sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick11 (Luke

9:

1, 2).
{2)

Jesus was conscious of being anointed to preach the gospel.

In the Nazareth synagogue, He read from the prophet Isaiah,

11

Tile Spirit

of the Lord_ is u:pon roe, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel
to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach delivca~)tives

erance to the

Lord" (!,ukt< 4:18, 19).
11

for He t>aid,

11

To _preach the accept8.ble year of the

This consciousner,s of mission kept Jesus mov·ing

I must preach the kingdom of God. to other cities also:

for therefore am

(3)

••• 11 and

r'

sent" (Luke 4:43).

A third characteristic of

was heraldic.

pre~ching

found in the Gospels

The Greek word keru.sso means to proclaim or to be a. he:raJd

as defined in chapter II.

It occurs eight times in the Acts of the Apos-

tles es has been listed in the previous cha::p·cer, nine times in the Gospel
of Matthew and Luke each, nineteen times in tho Paul:i.ne E:pistles, and

C'>ne time in the First Epistle of Peter.
rence of

ker~.£

But the .:nost frequent occur-

in any one book of the Bible is in the Gospel of Mark

where it appears fourteen times.
The frequent occurrence in the Gospel cf Mark of

!_~~

could be

accounted for on the 'basis of Mark's. desire to get quickly to the action
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and also upon the intended Roman audience. 29

1'he herald was not peculiar

to Christianity as seen in the account of the martydom of Polycarp when
the proconsul sent his hera.ld into the arena to announce three times that
Polycarp was a Christian.

However, enough evidence is found in the Gos-

pel of Mark alone to characterize Jesus' preaching in the Gospels as
heraldic.

(4) A fourth characteristic found in the Gospels was hortatory.
The clearest reference to hortatory preaching concerns John the Baptist's
ministry.
wrote

11

Luke gives in his Gospel a su:nmary of John's ministry.

He

And many other things in his exhortation p:'..'eached he unto the

peopl e11 (Luke 3: 18) •
(5)

A characteristic of New Testa.:nent pre&c.r.ing found in the

Epistles of Peter was that the good news \las proclaimed. in the power of
the Holy Sr;iri t.

Peter could riot forget Pe:r..tecost because he wrote in

his First E:fiistle that certain matters have been made ple.in to his readers

ther:-1 that he.ve. preached the gospel uhto you with the Holy Ghost

11 by

sent down from heaven11 (I Peter 1:12).

(6) Peter's preaching was hortatory.

He wrote

11

By Silvanus, a

faithful brother unto you, as I suppose, I have written briefly, exhort_!ni?!, and testifying that this is the true grace of God wherein ye stand11
(I Peter 5:12).

His purpose in writing to these Christians is to exhort

them to live for Christ in the midst of persecution.

2

It would not be

91-ierrill C. Tenney, Nev1 Testament Survey (Grand Rapids: Wm. B.
Eer~~ans !>ublishing Co., 196f'f:" p. 157.

unreasonable to assume that Peter talked the way he wrote, especi.ally in
the light of tuke using the very same word for exhortation in describing
Peter 1 s preaching 11 Wi th many other words did he testify and exhort 11 (Acts

2:40).

(7) Another characteristic of early ;_:ireach:tng found in the Epistles of Peter was testimonial.
attest 11 .3°

The Greek word enimartur5n
.... - .. __
means "To

The prefi.x epi strengthens an element in ~rtureo.

is only found in the following reference:

11

Epimarturon

By Silvanus, a :fai thf~l brother

unto you, as I suppose, I have written briefly, exhorting, and testifying
that this is the true grace of God wherein ye stand 11 (I Peter 5:12).
Peter characterizes his writing as

11

exhorting a.nd testifying"

which are the same two words used by !Juke to describe his preaching in
J.cts 2:1JO.
Summa.!'Y

The evidence presented on the nature of New Testar:1ent preaching
in the Gospels and Peter has indicated that:
( 1) On!?. pro!:iinent characteristic of preaching found in the Gospels was tte issuance of power to the twelve disci9les before sending
thsm out to preach.
(2) Jesus was conscious of being anointed to 9reach the gospel.

(3) Jesus' preaching in the Gospels was heraldic.

---··-----30

Gerhard Friedrich, ed., Theological Dictionary of the New Testament (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdma'!iSPU.blishfng Company: 296'7); Vol.'""'4,~
p. 508.
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(4) John the Baptist's preaching was hortatory.
(5) A characteristic of New Testament preeching found in the

First tipistle of Peter was that the good news was proclaimed in the
power of the Holy Spirit.

(6) Peter's preaching was hortatory.
(7) Peter's preaching was testimonial.

CHAP11ER IV
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

I.

SUMMARY

In Chapter n, preaching was viewed from the standpcint of
content, using the New

as source materivJ..

Test&~ent

The evidence

indicated that:
( 1)

The object of the verbs genez·ally translated

the New Te,strunent revealed the content to be
tion

11 of

the Loran or

llof

11

11 preach11

in

the word" with the descrip-

God11 use4 to delicribe what kind of word was

p1•ea.chcd, c:nd. that
(2)

Tbe name

"Jesus Christ 11 or

(3)

11

11

Jesus 11 wa£ also used, sometimen lengthened. to

the Son of God11 , and.

th.::.t

Much of the content was an extension of the fi:r.st two

findings, and that
(lJ.)

:By the word

11 gospel 11

with the description

11

of God11 or

11

of

pe<.:ce 11 was \med to describe what kind of gospel war.; preached., and that

(5)

:By the name

Lord11 to t.eD 3.n
( 6)

~!hEtt

11

Christ 11

,

with the phruse !icrucifiE;d.11 and

11 as

manner Christ was preached.

'!.'he content of Hew Teste.rnent pre'3Ching c<mtained fulfillment

of Old TestE.ment prophecies proving that Jes\i.s was the pronii:.od. Messiah.
( 7)

The Uew Testament :preaching emphas:hed the earthly life of

Jesua as r.oming from the line of David.

{8)

The New Testament preaching contained the proclamation of

the death, resurrection, and exaltation of Jesus along with a descriptive message "delivered for our offences 11 or

11

raised for our justi-

fication".

(9)

Included in the New Testament preaching was a coming judg-

rr.ent.
(10)

Repentance was an essent'ial ineredient of the Hew Testar.'lent

preaching.
( 11)

New Testament preaching proclaimed s:Jiri tual deliverance and

entering into God's rest.
(12)

A part of the content of New Testament preaching was the

intercession of Christ.
( 13)

New '11 es tament preaching proc1aimed the Lordship of Christ.

(ll~)

The second coming of Christ wae part of the content of the

New Testamunt pren.ching.
In Chapter III. the New Test&ment preaching was examined fror:i

the stand.point of character rather than content.

Th~

evidence presented

in thi.s chn.pter indicated that:
(1)

.(2)

In preaching to Jewish aL'diences a polemic quality \Jas

In precching to balievers a dialogintic

used when not related to
(3)

'11he New

th~

T~strunent

ru~thod

was sometimes

evangelism of the JewE.

preaching was apo:.;tolic.

(4) The early preaching was characterized

by boldness.
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( 5)

The lfow Testament preaching was elevated.

( 6)

The :New Testament preaching was powerful.

{ 7)

The New Testar:Jent preaching was hortatory.

( 8)

The New Testament pre<ching was testimonial.

(9)

The New Testament prec.ching was charc.cterized by a rea.c.iness

to preach the gospel.
(10)

A tenth characteristic of New TestaJ:Jent preachirig was self-

control.
(11)

The New Testament preaching was heraldic.
I I.

The object of the verbs

CONCLUSIONS
11

to prea.ch 11 and the si.:bject matter of the

sermons in the New 1.l.1estament all center :i.n the Word of God which is

Jesus Christ.

It is the author's conclusion then, that the content of

the Biblical theology of preaching is Jesus Christ.
The Biblical tbeology of preaching is to be identified by these
characteristics: it was empowered with the Holy Spirit, endowed with a
sense of divine commission, bold, elevated, hortatory,
heraldic, dialogistic, marked by a readiness to
controlled.

~reach,

testi~onial,

and self-
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